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Eugene Provenzo states a two-fold purpose for writing his 2002 book, The Internet and the World Wide Web for Teachers.  He hopes to provide his readers with a guide to using the Internet and the World Wide Web during their courses in the field of education, while at the same time showing them the fantastic ways that this technology can transform the way education takes place.  However, to me, this book does little more than provide a very rudimentary education as to the basics of how the internet and World Wide Web function, a brief introduction to the vocabulary terms involved, and lists upon lists of websites dealing with pretty much every aspect of education.  Besides illustrating just how many resources are out there, the author does little to inspire readers to jump right in and take advantage of these resources by showing exactly how this technology can be integrated into classroom teaching in new and innovative ways.  
Although he states his intended audience to be both those with no experience with the Internet or the Web and those with a “reasonably high level of computer literacy”, I think the only real meaningful benefits that come from this book are for those who are using these technological resources for the very first time.  For those who are even somewhat tech savvy, this book isn’t going to tell you much you don’t already know or that you couldn’t find out by doing some simple research through a few online search engines.  
That said, I don’t think this book is completely without merit.  There are people with very little knowledge about computers, networks, and the World Wide Web that could gain a lot by reading this basic introduction.  It could serve as a very good introduction to people of my parents’ generation who are a little bit “techno phobic” but want to find out what the web is all about.  Or perhaps for those who have been described as “digital immigrants” who did not grow up with the advanced computer technology that has been a part of everyday life for the “digital natives” of today’s D-gen (digital generation).  Or maybe even as a resource for younger students who are just starting to use the Internet and the Web in their own educations. 
But I just have a hard time believing that people entering the teaching profession today, many of them still college students or recent college graduates, need to start at such a basic level in their educational computer training.   Students today are already very well aware of the myriad resources available on the Internet.  What they really need is guidance in exactly how to integrate these fabulous resources into meaningful, successful lesson plans.  And this book provides little guidance to that end.  
The book contains 11 chapters along with a glossary of useful terms.  The first chapter, “The Internet and the World Wide Web for Educators” provides an introduction to the idea that the World Wide Web has radically transformed the way we teach and the way we learn and that to be a good teacher today, one must have a fairly good level of computer literacy.  This chapter also outlines national standards for the use of technology by teachers and students, reasons why the use of technology is so important in today’s classrooms, and a simple introduction to some of the educational resources available on the Web.  
Chapters 2 and 3 give technical definitions and basic explanations of such terms as the Internet, World Wide Web, HTML, modems, networks, browsers, search engines, web directories, and “netiquette”.   It also provides a brief history of when, why and by whom the Internet and WWW were created.  
Chapter 4 provides numerous lists of links to educational resources including:  requirements for becoming a teacher; the social, cultural, and psychological foundations of education; special education, gifted education and multicultural education; and references to several websites across the curricular subject areas.  
Chapter 5 provides links to the many university and public library catalogs that are available on the Web, while Chapter 6 lists the addresses to museum websites around the world.  Following that, Chapter 7 introduces how schools are using the World Wide Web by setting up their own websites and gives suggestions on what is usually included on those websites.  

Chapter 8, entitled “Creating Curriculum on the Web”, was perhaps the “meatiest” of all the chapters in the book.  The author states that “…perhaps the most important point to be made is that the effective use of the Internet as a curriculum resource requires that its use be integrated into regular classroom lessons” (p. 114) and advises that teachers really need to think about whether this technology will actually improve instruction and expand students’ learning.  The author provides a blank “Web-Based Instruction Plan”, links to his new project called Learning OnLine by Curriculum Associates, and a list of about 100 Internet activities that could be integrated into traditional curriculums.  He does not elaborate on just how to use these resources. 
Chapter 9 provides suggestions on how and why to create a Web-based educational portfolio, Chapter 10 gives ideas on ways to use the Web as a resource outside of educational studies and Chapter 11 suggests some ways to use the Internet “just for fun”.  


I have a simple suggestion that could enhance the educational value of this book for teachers a great deal.  I think the author could add a sample technology lesson at the end of each chapter that incorporates one or some of the resources introduced in that chapter into a step-by-step lesson plan in one of the core subject areas.  With just this simple addition, readers could start to get ideas about how to begin to utilize these numerous resources available to them.  
